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English Graduate Student 

Research Fund Application 
 

 

 

Name: Sally Benson 

UA Email: sfbenson@email.arizona.edu 

Program: RCTE 

Program Director: Damian Baca 

Projected Graduation Date (MM/YY): 05/21 or 5/22 

Research/Project Name: Uncovering New Mexico’s Hidden History: Archived 

Prisoner Voices as Rhetorical Spaces of Possibility 

(1957–1971) 

Research Location: State Archives of New Mexico 

Travel Dates (should correspond w/ 
Travel Authorization Form):  

Est. July 7 – 27, 2018 

Research Start Date: July 9, 2018 

Expected Completion Date: July 26 

Amount Requested (up to $500): $500 

Proposal: In ½ page, explain how your research will contribute to your own knowledge, 
professional development, or career and your field/discipline, the UA and/or local community, 
as well as the national/global community. 

Budget: Attach English Graduate Student Research Budget Spreadsheet in email to program 
assistant. 
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Justification: 

 

For Uncovering New Mexico’s Hidden History: Archived Prisoner Voices as Rhetorical 

Spaces of Possibility (1957–1971), I propose to continue my analysis of a historical newspaper  

published by prisoners at the Penitentiary of New Mexico (PNM) between 1957–1971. The 

newspaper collection is historically situated between the 1956 relocation of the penitentiary and the 

decade leading up to the infamous prison riot in 1980. This summer, I will visit the New Mexico 

State Archives to continue to examine this collection and conduct research on surrounding 

documents from this historical period (ex., governors’ papers, district attorneys’ papers, annual 

reports, newspaper clippings, etc.) that can provide insight for this project. A driving goal of my 

project is to understand the educational objectives for PNM during the historical period (which 

precedes the Prison Industrial Complex) of the newspaper and in the context of New Mexico 

legislative policy. Depending on my findings, this research could determine the future direction of 

this ongoing project. 

The University of Arizona has embarked on a prison outreach initiative, which includes 

offering critical reading and writing workshops taught by faculty and graduate students to prisoners 

at the Arizona State Prison Complex in Tucson. An identified goal is to further develop academic 

outreach programs at the prison. There are myriad models of prison higher education programs in 

prisons now – both accredited and not accredited. I continually ask how prisoners’ voices can be a 

more significant part of this conversation. This recovery work offers a rare perspective through 

prisoner writing and publishing, which could be critical for informing how to design effective and 

successful educational programs in the current prison model. This research will contribute to 

scholarship on prison history in New Mexico and add to the larger body of prison education research, 

prison/er rhetoric, and carceral studies. The English Department research grant would cover expenses 

incurred for travel to New Mexico to conduct research at the New Mexico State Archives.  
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Proposed Budget 
 

 

I am requesting funds for travel Between University of Arizona and New Mexico State Records 

Center and Archives in order to conduct research for my project, Uncovering New Mexico’s 

Hidden History: Archived Prisoner Voices as Rhetorical Spaces of Possibility (1957–1971). I plan to 

use my own car, and driving distance is 506 miles (see google map) for the most time-efficient 

travel. Round trip is 1012 miles. This budget includes a single overnight stay at approximately 

the mid-way point (Truth or Consequences, NM) on either the outgoing or return trip to break up 

the driving time, which is between 7.5 and 9.0 hours.  

 

 

 

Research Objective/Expense Funds Utilized 

Mileage (0.445/mi. x 1012 miles = 450.34) $450.34 

Accommodation ($109 x 1 night).  $109.00 

Total  $559.34 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Records+Center+%26+Archives,+1205+Camino+Carlos+Rey,+Santa+Fe,+NM+87507/The+University+of+Arizona,+Tucson,+AZ+85721/@33.3152849,-112.3049484,6.74z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x87185a645ee4af15:0x394cc096e18a9099!2m2!1d-105.98403!2d35.6567355!1m5!1m1!1s0x86d671aaee5d9a4d:0x8c5868c06440cf66!2m2!1d-110.9501094!2d32.2318851
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g47241-d3207654-Reviews-Holiday_Inn_Express_Truth_or_Consequences-Truth_or_Consequences_Sierra_County_New_Mexic.html


TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 

TRAVELER & DEPARTMENT INFORMATION 
NAME DEPARTMENT NAME DEPARTMENT NO. 

EMPLID DEPARTMENT PO BOX ADDRESS ROOM NUMBER 

 EMPLOYEE  STUDENT OTHER 
CONTACT NAME/TITLE PHONE NUMBER 

PLEASE USE COLORED INK FOR SIGNATURES SO THAT ORIGINALS CAN BE DISTINGUISHED FROM PHOTOCOPIES 

APPROVALS 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE TRAVEL AUTHORIZED ABOVE IS FOR A VALID PUBLIC PURPOSE AND THAT THE FUNDS HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATED OR ARE OTHERWISE 
AVAILABLE FOR PAYMENT OF ANY CLAIMS MADE HEREUNDER, AND THAT IF THE AVAILABLE FUNDS ARE FROM A FEDERAL GRANT, CONTRACT OR SOURCE, THIS 
TRAVEL IS AUTHORIZED UNDER THE TERMS OF SUCH GRANT, CONTRACT OR SOURCE. THIS AUTHORIZED DEPARTMENTAL APPROVER/P.I. AND/OR COLLEGE/DIVISION 
AGREES TO ALL EXCEPTIONS NOTED ON THIS TRAVEL ORDER. 
AUTH. DEPT. 
APPROVER/P.I. 

NAME/TITLE SIGNATURE DATE 

Please forward completed form to: FSO-Operations, Travel Office, PO BOX 210158, USB 402 

TRAVEL ORDER 
BUSINESS PURPOSE OF TRIP: (conference dates)  IN-STATE OUT-OF-STATE  INTERNATIONAL* 

FUNDING SOURCE: 
MODE OF TRANSPORTATION: DUTY POST: 
CITY, STATE DEPARTING FROM: DEPARTURE DATE: 
CITY, STATE RETURNING FROM: RETURN DATE: 
** ATTACH ITINERARY IF MULTIPLE LOCATIONS ** DESIGNATED LODGING:  YES  NO 

EXCEPTIONS * INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
 Vehicle taken out of state:  State-owned  Rental  Private 
 Long-term travel status (if travel will exceed 30 days, state reason) 
 Personal time taken (state reason and how long) 
 Use of other than coach/economy travel on commercial airlines (state reason) 
 Miscellaneous – explain 

JUSTIFICATION / REASON: 

 INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REGISTRY #: 

If you are traveling internationally, you must 
register your trip through the UA International 
Travel Registry prior to departure: 
http://ua-risk.terradotta.com 

 TRAVEL ALERTS & WARNINGS 
If your destination has a Travel Alert or Warning 
issued by the U.S. Department of State, please 
complete the supplemental travel information 
within the UA International Travel Registry. Travel 
Alerts and Warnings are available at: 
http://travel.state.gov 

TRAVEL ADVANCES (OPTIONAL) 
AMOUNT ACCOUNT # DATE REQUIRED  CHECK              DIRECT DEPOSIT 

Important Please Read Before Signing: The University of Arizona is authorized to deduct the amount of the travel advance from any future expense reimbursements 
or pay due the traveler. The advance must be settled in full within ten days from the return of the trip. In the event these sources are not adequate or in the event of 
severance of my employment with The University of Arizona, the advance shall become due and payable immediately. It shall bear interest at the rate of 9% annum 
starting thirty days after the return date of the trip. In the event that it should become necessary to enforce collection of this advance, or any part thereof by suit or 
otherwise, I do further agree to pay any and all costs of collection including a reasonable attorney’s fee. 

PAYEE SIGNATURE DATE 

Date: 
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