
EGU Meeting Agenda 
February 28, 2025 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

 
Meeting Link: https://arizona.zoom.us/j/81060459119 
Password: EGU_2425 
Comment: Asynchronous 
 

Officers Present: Larissa Runyan, Quinn Tuozzo, Josie Portz, Grace Humphreys, Katya 
Makhnina 

Visitors Present:  Thais 

 
Online Access Statement (template provided by the UA Disability Cultural Center) 

●​ Exist in the space in whatever ways are most comfortable to you 
●​ Please state your name when speaking to assist the captioner (e.g., “Josh is speaking”) 
●​ Allow others to fully finish their thoughts before beginning to speak 

 
Co-Chair Reports (Josh Barrows & Katya Makhnina) 

1)​ Josh Barrows 
Hi all,  

We want to thank you for your flexibility in scheduling this week for EGU. As mentioned in previous 
emails, we would appreciate it if you would take some time to contribute to the following two documents.  

1.​ EGU Affirmation Statement. This is a statement from EGU in response to local university actions 
and national executive orders. I am including two examples of similar types of statements, so 
please check out what GPSC has written as well as an external one from MIT. We welcome edits 
and/or suggestions — we will work on crafting this statement before our next meeting to have a 
polished statement.  

2.​ English Professional Conferences. This is a document to collect the submission dates for different 
conferences in our different fields. This is something that we hope to display in the EGU section 
of the hallway poster board as a “quick glance” to see due dates. If you know of conferences in 
your field, please add them to this list.  

Additionally, we want to recognize Maya Bernstein-Shalet and Rose Paulson for hosting the Works in 
Progress Event as well as all of the readers at that event.  
If you have other events, social gatherings, or publications and presentations that people in your 
programs are doing, please forward them to one of the Co-Chairs or to the Co-Chairs email to update our 
display case!!  

2)​ Katya Makhnina 
a)​ Link to a survey where you can send us events, presentations, presentations, 

etc: https://forms.gle/7xZNzcTjW8nDg2Lw9  
 
Rep Reports 

●​ Secretary (Grace Humphreys): 
○​ No report. 

https://arizona.zoom.us/j/81060459119
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V8OfejnJW0g8C-6iII3dWExyIHhdQNsl/view?usp=sharing
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3hU7C5AomkfMko868tzf2TkgyBz?domain=docs.google.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/lhc7C6YpnlfPLEkykh6hwT5Kv7o?domain=docs.google.com
https://forms.gle/7xZNzcTjW8nDg2Lw9


●​ EDI Co-Chairs (Sheyda Safaeyan & VACANT): 
○​ No report  

●​ WPC  
○​ Assessment (Larissa): 

■​ The genre activity we had planned to occur last week is being pushed 
back to Monday, March 17th from 12-1pm. The reason for pushing the 
event back is that participants are getting a FREE BOOK COPY! Shelley, 
Erin, and Chris Tardy have all collaborated together with the publisher for 
a discount on a bulk order of Genre Explained by Christine Tardy, Nigel 
Caplan, and Ann Johns for our department.  

Comment: ❤️ 
■​ Updates still to come on other upcoming workshops. Assessment 

committee meets again on Friday, March 7th.  
○​ Awards (VACANT): 
○​ Curriculum & Instructional Materials (Sean Chadwick):  

■​  
○​ By-Laws (Amy Garret Brown): No report 

■​  
○​ Professional Development (Luke Keeling): 

■​  
○​ Values & Strategic Planning (VACANT): 

●​ GPSC (Kriti): 
○​  

●​ Social Chair: (Josh Barrows) 
○​  

●​ First-Year Rep (Anran Hou)  
○​ No report. 

●​ CW (Dillon Thomas Clark):  
○​  

●​ EAL (Yi Li): 
○​  EAL Game Night on Wednesday, March 5, from 7 to 9 pm, in ML building (room 

TBA). 
●​ LIT & Lit Grad Curriculum (Larissa Runyan):  

○​ Upcoming event: we will be visiting Chez Peachy on Sunday, March 16th at 
4:30pm. Chez Peachy has outdoor seating so this seemed like a nice 
compromise for folks who want to be outside and folks who don’t want to hike  

■​ Chez Peachy used to be a street vendor and has recently started up their 
own brick-and-mortar business so we’d also be supporting a local, new 
business. They have plenty of sweet treats!  

○​ Recently we held an informal Q&A session during a session Professor Hurh’s 
class regarding graduate applications and how to go about the admissions 
process.  

■​ A follow-up activity for some undergrads who are interested in pursuing 
graduate studies is to interview a professor or grad student, so you may 
get asked to be part of an interview  

●​ RCTE (Josie Portz):  

https://press.umich.edu/Books/G/Genre-Explained


○​ RCTE is yet to make up their meeting  
○​ 3 offers have been made for incoming PhDs; 2 offers for incoming MAs; 2 more 

offers to go out, I’m told  
○​ There will be a Zoom “open house” for prospective RCTE students in a couple 

weeks. Current RCTE students are encouraged to attend and talk with 
prospectives/incoming students about the program. 

■​ Dr. Abraham said at least some of this time will be for grad students 
exclusively to have conversation apart from faculty 

●​ SLAT (Alona Kladieva & Mukaddes Çoban Postacı):  
○​ There will be collaborative work on revising SLATSA constitution with SLATSA 

officers. 
○​ JSLAT paper submission ends today: 

https://journals.librarypublishing.arizona.edu/jslat/submissions/ 
●​ Undergrad Curriculum (Quinn Tuozzo):  

○​ First meeting scheduled for Monday, Mar 3. Nothing else to report. 
■​ Updated 3/3: meeting cancelled due to lack of agenda items. Next 

meeting time to be determined. 
 
Project Reports 

●​ Ok 
 
Projects & Tasks: 

●​  
 
Conversations:  

 
-​ Thais - Lead-based paint in SBS Annex 

Yesterday, I was in the SBS Annex and met with a current student who frequently uses their 
office space there. They conducted a lead-based paint testing strip, which had a positive result.  
Comment: 😱 This is wild. Thank you for this documentation. Maybe we start putting together that 
document (report/proposal?) towards maintaining this space soon! 
Comment: 😬 
The student shared pictures with me: 

https://journals.librarypublishing.arizona.edu/jslat/submissions/


 

 



 
 
 
 
Concerns  

●​ I have limited knowledge about lead-based paint risks, but from what I understand, this 
could pose a potential hazard to students working in the space. 

●​ I am wondering what would be the appropriate next steps to ensure the best interests of 
students without jeopardizing our access to these offices or putting our rights to the 
space at risk.  

○​ How can we advocate for a safe environment while maintaining our access and 
rights?​ 

○​  Should we escalate this internally first, and if so, to whom? Next steps? 
Comment: By internally, are we talking about the English Dept? 
Comment: Potential next steps:  
1) I will definitely bring this up to Shelley at our monthly meeting.  
2) We should consider submitting a maintenance request to verify these tests and determine if there 
is any hazard to people's health. 
3) I can also reach out to Anne Shepherd about this, since she requested that people email her with 
any 1515 concerns. However, I don't want to spread information second or third-hand, so 
@tcons@arizona.edu if you have more details about this, maybe we can collaborate on an email? 
Reply: Yes, definitely!  I also asked the student if they would like to be involved. 
 
Questions:  

-​  
 
New Concerns & Homework:  

-​ ONGOING: Remind people of travel, research and professional development funding 
with low-stakes application processes! 

-​ EGU Travel Awards for “official university business” travel - $500 to cover costs 
of presenting work at a conference 

https://english.arizona.edu/egu-travel-fund


-​ English Graduate Student Research Fund - $500 for research travel/field work. 
Money can no longer be used for local research costs as of Spring 2022 
(including buying books, transcription software, etc.).  

-​ GPSC Travel, Research, and Professional Development grants. Three separate 
applications for different types of opportunities; up to $1500 for eligible research 
travel or research project costs 

-​ GPSC Basic Needs Microgrant - up to $200 “to alleviate some of the financial 
burden students might be experiencing by helping cover healthcare, academic, 
hygiene, childcare, transportation, and/or housing-related essential costs”; four 
deadlines throughout year; awarded on first-come, first-serve basis via lottery 
selection 

​
 

 

https://english.arizona.edu/graduate-student-research-fund
https://gpsc.arizona.edu/grantsawards
https://gpsc.arizona.edu/funding/basic-needs-microgrant-bnm#:~:text=Range%20of%20Support%20and%20Prohibited,or%20housing%2Drelated%20essential%20costs.

